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Public  Health  Departmen 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey 
Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  reports  on  the  health! 
the  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Sheppey  for  I 
year  1950. 

As  Colonel  Crichton,  your  permanent  Medical  Officerl 
Health,  was  released  for  service  in  Korea  in  September  and  I  c  l 
took  up  duty  as  Acting  Medical  Officer  in  January  of  the  cur  I 
year,  it  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  various  Sanitary  staffs  I 
continuity  of  the  work  was  so  well  and  ably  maintained.  Ackn* 
ledgment  must  also  be  made  to  Dr.  McNamara,  of  Sheerness,  U 
so  readily  assisted  when  any  medical  problems  arose. 

Generally  speaking  the  health  of  the  Island  remained  glj 
The  Death  Rate  over  the  whole  Island  was  the  same  as  inH 
previous  year  and  though  there  was  a  small  increase  in  IrH 
Mortality  from  18.3  per  1,000  births  in  1949  to  21.8  in  1950,  tH 
would  not  appear  to  be  any  special  significance  in  this  and  sH 
variations  in  rates  are  always  liable  to  occur  w'hen  the  total  nuift 
of  incidents  is  comparatively  small. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  past  five  years  for  the  three  autholl 
and  the  Island  as  a  whole  are  contained  in  the  following  table! 
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Includes  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area. 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  on  the  Island  during  the 
past  five  years  is  shown  in  Table  II.  It  will  be  noted  that  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  were  more  prevalent  in  1950,  but  that 
no  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occurred  during  the  past  two  years. 


TABLE  II 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
1946  -  1950 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

1 _ 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute 

Polioencephalitis 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

c 

1 

c 

0 

1 

c 

— 

1946 

6 

_ 

_ 

4 

, 

, 

1947 

5 

10 

- 

55 

- 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

Queenborough 

1948 

11 

7 

- 

9 

M.B. 

1949 

5 

1 

- 

142 

2 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1950 

20 

60 

- 

3 

” 

1946 

11 

22 

1 

42 

8 

4 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1947 

8 

79 

10 

239 

16 

6 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Sheerness 

1948 

12 

48 

1 

21 

6 

9 

1 

1 

3 

- 

U.D. 

1949 

44 

15 

- 

518 

7 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1950 

22 

91 

- 

4 

3 

7 

__ 

_ 

- 

1946 

4 

6 

1 

16 

25 

6 

1 

1947 

7 

80 

1 

192 

22 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sheppey  R.D. 

1948 

2 

51 

1 

54 

5 

4 

- 

1 

1 

1949 

6 

35 

- 

239 

18 

10 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1950 

27 

87 

- 

13 

15 

5 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1946 

21 

28 

2 

62 

34 

10 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1947 

20 

169 

11 

486 

38 

10 

2 

- 

2 

1 

] ' 

Isle  of  Sheppey 

1948 

25 

106 

2 

84 

11 

13 

I 

1 

1 

4 

- 

1949 

55 

51 

- 

899 

27 

16 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1950 

69 

238 

20 

18 

12 

2 

2 

1 
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Table  Ill  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and 
aths  from  the  disease  occurring  during  the  past  twenty-five  years 
•  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Shcppey.  The  number  of  new  cases  of 
lmonary  Tuberculosis  occurring  in  1950  was  much  lower  than  of 
ent  years,  but  the  average  since  1945  is  much  higher  than  the 
;rage  of  the  previous  ten  years ;  there  is  some  satisfaction 
ivever  in  the  fact  that  the  death  rate  has  not  increased. 


TABLE  111 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
10,000  of 
population 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1  1926 

34 

9 

20 

1 

8.1 

0.4 

1  1927 

32 

7 

23 

2 

9.3 

0.8 

1  1928 

32 

5 

18 

2 

7.0 

0.8 

1  1929 

22 

9 

15 

1 

5.8 

0.4 

1  1930 

35 

10 

26 

2 

10.1 

0.8 

1  1931 

28 

4 

19 

2 

7.7 

0.8 

1  1932 

28 

5 

21 

2 

8.3 

0.8 

I  1933 

15 

7 

15 

3 

5.9 

1.2 

I  1934 

24 

11 

12 

5 

4.7 

1.9 

1  1935 

17 

5 

16 

1 

6.2 

0.4 

1  1936 

10 

6 

10 

0 

3.8 

0.0 

1  1937 

14 

6 

11 

3 

4.0 

1.1 

I  1938 

16 

1 

12 

0 

4.2 

0.0 

1  1939 

16 

5 

8 

2 

2.9 

0.7 

1  1940 

16 

2 

12 

0 

5.2 

0.0 

1  1941 

11 

0 

11 

3 

5.0 

1.4 

1  1942 

9 

4 

12 

0 

5.3 

0.0 

I  1943 

18 

1 

13 

2 

5.7 

0.9 

1  1944 

11 

5 

11 

1 

4.8 

0.4 

1  1945 

22 

4 

12 

1 

5.1 

0.4 

1  1946 

25 

1 

11 

0 

4.4 

0.0 

I  1947 

28 

4 

10 

0 

3.9 

0.0 

I  1948 

23 

2 

12 

0 

4.5 

0.0 

1  1949 

30 

2 

10 

0 

3.7 

0.0 

I  1950 

19 

8 

9 

3 

3.2 

1.1 
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I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  Roy  C.  Price,  of  the  Medway  a 


Gravesend  Hospital  Management  Committee,  for 
figures  relating  to  Tuberculosis  : 

the  followi 

(a)  Patients  attending  Chest  Clinic  during  1950  : 

Adults  Children 

M  F  M 

F  Tote 

Def.  Tb.  (respiratory)  ...  11  6 

1  18 

Def.  Tb.  (non-respiratory)  .  —  1  2 

1  4 

Non.  Tb .  24  47  17 

.26  114 

These  patients  made  a  total  of  440  attendances  at  the  Clin 

(b)  Institutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1950  : 

All  Saints’  Hospital,  Chatham  . 

1 

Grosvenor  Sanatorium,  Nr.  Ashford 

1 

Grove  Park  Hospital,  London  . 

2 

Preston  Hall  Sanatorium.  Maidstone 

3 

Fairlight  Sanatorium.  Ore,  Hastings 

1 

Haldane  House,  Bexhill-on-Sea  ... 

1 

Sheppey  General  Hospital 

5 

Halton  Hospital  . 

1 

Douglas  House,  Bournemouth  . 

1 

School  Health  Service 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  followi 
figures  relating  to  the  School  Medical  Inspection  during  1950: 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  : 

(i)  Periodic  : 

Entrants  . 

384 

Second  Age  Group 

376 

Third  Age  Group . 

203 

Others  . 

523 

(ii)  Special  Inspections  . 

365 

(iii)  Re'inspections  . 

1267 
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>)  Number  found  to  require  treatment : 


Entrants  . 

37 

9.6% 

(12.5%) 

Second  Age  Group 

48 

12.7% 

(15.8%) 

Third  Age  Group 

25 

12.3% 

(6.6%) 

Other  periodic  inspections  . 

49 

9.3% 

c)  Classification  of  general  condition  of  pupils  inspected  during 
the  year : 


TABLE  IV 


Age 

Groups 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

“A” 

(Good) 

“  B  ” 

(Fair) 

“C” 

(Poor) 

No. 

%  of  Col.  2 

No. 

%  of  Col.  2 

No. 

%  of  Col.  2 

Entrants  . 

384 

143 

37.3  (28.6) 

204 

53-1  (59.6) 

37 

9.6  (11.8) 

Second.  . 

376 

106 

28.2  (25.6) 

228 

60.6  (64.0) 

42 

11.2  (10.4) 

Third  .  . 

203 

64 

31.5  (28.9) 

130 

64.1  (63.0) 

9 

4.4  (8.1) 

Others .  . 

523 

199 

38.1  (36.4) 

292 

55.8  (63.6) 

32 

6.1  (-) 

Totals  .  . 

I486 

512 

34.4  (27.7) 

854 

57.5  (62.0) 

120 

8.1  (10.3) 

1)  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  : 


Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers: 

(i)  Periodic  age  groups  .  332 

(ii)  Specials  .  108 

(iii)  Total  number  inspected  ...  440 


Number  found  to  require  treatment  119  —  27.0%  (38.5%) 
Number  actually  treated  ...  409 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1949 
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Meteorology 


Mr.  E.  W.  Cooper,  M.B.A.A.,  of  “Ad  Astra,”  Warden  Bay, 
has  very  kindly  given  me  the  records  of  his  observations  during 
the  year  1950. 


TEMPERATURE 


Mean  of 
Maxi¬ 
mum 

Mean  of 
Mini¬ 
mum 

Extr< 

Highest  Max. 
°F  Day 

:mes 

Lowest  Min. 

F  Day 

January  . 

4065 

37  00 

52  on  11 

25  on  30 

February  . 

4420 

39  71 

60  on  17 

32  on  1.26.28 

March  . 

4690 

41-30 

63  on  8 

29  on  1 

April  . 

47  80 

4110 

62  on  30 

32  on  25 

May  . 

54  80 

47-40 

66  on  22 

42  on  1 

June  . 

63  56 

54  33 

82  on  7 

47  on  16 

July  . 

64  50 

5600 

76  on  21 

51  on  13 

August  . 

64  31 

55  90 

78  on  22 

49  on  3 

September  . 

57-47 

52-30 

73  on  4 

45  on  23 

October  . 

52-83 

4690 

69  on  5 

35  on  29.30 

November  . 

4492 

40  73 

56  on  28 

32  on  26 

December  . 

35-32 

32-35 

51  on  1 

26  on  30 

51-43 

45-42 

82 

25 

Year  . 

Mean  of 

Max  and 

June  7th 

Jan.  30th 

1 

Min. 

48.43 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
|  October 
November 
December 


YEAR 


Barometric 

Pressure 

(millibars) 

Sunshine 

(hours) 

Rainfall 

(inches) 

1019.8 

46.0 

1.53 

1006.0 

86.9 

3.25 

1019.3 

155.1 

0.50 

1005.7 

176.9 

1.28 

1018.6 

169.7 

1.82 

101 7.1 

273.9 

0.99 

1014.9 

211.9 

2.19 

1012.9 

192.8 

1.66 

1012.9 

136.7 

2.11 

1017.1 

139.0 

0.34 

1004.0 

72.9 

3.90 

1005.0 

38.2 

1.66 

1012.8 

1700.0 

21.23 

For  the  successful  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  the  Department 
am  indebted  to  the  ever  willing  and  cheerful  co-operation  of  my 
larious  colleagues  and  especially  to  the  very  able  and  valuable 
|ssistance  of  Mr.  Pankhurst,  Chief  Clerk  in  my  Sheerness  Office. 

To  the  many  Chairmen  of  Committees  and  other  members  of 
pe  various  Councils  I  would  express  sincere  thanks  for  their 
ncouragement  and  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 
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•ueenborough  Town  Council 


1950 


Mayor : 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  S.  Wfikfs.  j.p. 

Deputy-Mayor : 

Alderman  J.  S.  Bills,  j.p. 

A  Idermen : 

R.  J.  Wellard  R.  J.  Jennings 

Councillors : 

J.  Bentley 
F.  C.  Collis 
F.  E.  Cackelt 
E.  G.  Dines 
Mrs.  M.  Dobner 
H.  G.  Harris 
W.  L.  E.  Mason 
R.  D.  Sharrock 
E.  Thompson 

Lt.-Cmdr.  W.  C.  T.  Weekes 
A.  E.  Wellard 
Miss  D.  L.  Wood 


Health  Committee  : 

Chairman  : 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  S.  Weekes,  J.P. 

A  Idermen : 

R.  J.  Jennings 
R.  J.  Wellard 

Councillors : 

J.  Bentley 
F.  C.  Collis 
E.  G.  Dines 

E.  Thompson 

Lt.-Cmdr.  W.  C.  T.  Weekes 
A.  E.  Wellard 

Town  Clerk: 

F.  Marshall 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector : 
W.  F.  Dodds 


Public  Health  Departmeiv 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 

To  the  Queenborough  Town  Council 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  hea 
of  the  people  of  Queenborough  during  1950. 

The  Birth  Rale  for  the  year  (12.7  per  1,000  of  the  populate 
again  showed  a  considerable  fall  from  that  of  the  immediate  pc 
war  years,  being  only  one  half  of  the  rate  for  1946.  It  was 
second  lowest  recorded  during  the  past  50  years. 

The  Death  Rate  at  10.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  \ 
somewhat  higher  than  in  the  previous  year  (7.9  per  1,000)  but  wl 
corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  to  10.5  per  1,000  still  cc 
pares  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  (11.6  per  1,0( 

The  general  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  y 
was  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  year  owing  to  the  aln 
complete  absence  of  cases  of  Measles.  There  was,  however 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  both  Scarlet  Fe 
and  Whooping  Cough,  though  of  mild  type.  It  is  pleasing  to  r 
that  the  percentage  of  children  protected  against  Diphtheria 
immunisation  remains  at  a  satisfactorily  high  level. 

The  new  Bye-laws  for  the  handling,  wrapping  and  deliver) 
food,  which  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1949,  came  into  f( 
in  1950. 

Though  the  Borough  has  now  built  88  houses  since  the 
of  the  war,  the  waiting  list  shows  little  diminution.  With  the  1; 
proportion  of  industry  within  the  area,  there  is  an  urgent  need 
the  housing  of  many  employees  and  it  is  unfortunate  that 
Borough’s  building  programme  cannot  be  expanded. 

On  the  Sanitary  side  much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Dc 
for  his  ever  careful  and  vigilant  administration  and  I  would  I 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  his  unfailing  and  willing  as 
ance.  1  would' also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  member 
the  Council  for  their  help  and  kindly  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Climate 

There  was  a  poor  and  unsettled  summer  followed  by  an 
ceptionally  wet  winter. 

Area  in  Acres 

Land  covered  by  water  ...  5  ) 

Land  .  1,098  f  1,103 

A  further  1,272  acres  consists  of  610  acres  of  foreshore  and 
’  acres  subject  to  tidal  waters  and  included  in  this  area  is  the 
hour  which  is  owned  by  the  Council. 


Population 

As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for  mid-year 

1950  3,070 

This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  43  over  the  estimated  popu- 
on  for  1949  and  of  52  over  the  figure  for  1948.  The  natural 
■ease  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was 
compared  with  an  increase  of  33  in  1949. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
887.  This  is  an  increase  of  26  over  the  previous  year. 

>|Rateable  Value  . £18,178 

um  Representing  Penny  Rate  .  £75 


SECTION  II. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

|The  Crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  the  rates  for  the  area 
on  the  local  population.  Corrected  rates,  however,  are 
d  at  by  multiplying  the  local  rates  by  what  is  known  as  a 
tarability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  this 
he  effect  of  adjusting  the  local  rates  to  rates  which  would  have 
red  had  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  local  population 
the  same  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  This 
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enables  a  truer  comparison  to  be  made  not  only  with  the  rate  foil 
England  and  Wales,  but  with  the  rates  in  other  areas  where  th.j 
Crude  Rate  has  been  similarly  adjusted. 


The  effect  of  this  is  that  though  Crude  Rates  in  a  static 
semi-static  population  are  useful  indices  for  showing  increa 
or  decreases  in  Birth  and  Death  Rates  over  a  series  of  years,  tl 
Corrected  Rate  is  the  proper  index  to  be  taken  for  compariscj 
either  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  or  with  other  are^ 
similarly  adjusted. 


1. 


Births 

(a)  Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Males 
21  (15) 
2  (4) 

23  (19) 


Females 
16  (37) 
-  (1) 
16  (38) 


Total! 
37  (-1 
2 

39  (] 


The  total  number  of  births  was  18  less  than  in  the  precedj 
year,  representing  a  decrease  of  31%. 

Illegitimate  births  were  5.1%  of  the  total  births.  In  1949  t| 

were  8.8%. 


(b)  Birth  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1.000  population 
Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


12.7  (l| 
13.5 

15.8 


The  Birth  Rate  shows  another  very  sharp  decline  from 
rates  of  the  immediate  post-war  years  and  is  the  lowest  recoj 
since  1927  when  it  was  11.8,  the  lowest  ever  during  the  pe|J 
1901-1950. 


(c)  StilFBirths 

No  still-births  were  registered  during  1950  as  compared  |(| 
3  in  1949. 


2.  Deaths 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was 
which  20  were  males  and  1 1  females.  The  corresponding  fi|»l 
for  1949  were — total  24,  males  17  and  females  7. 
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(b)  Death  Rates 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population  .  10.1  (7.9) 

Corrected  rate  per  1.000  population  ...  10.5  (8.3) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  11.6 

(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  of  residents 
lelher  occurring  within  or  without  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

TABLE  1 


Cause 


|  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
I  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
(Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

|  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 


Males 


Females 


Totals 


1 

2 

6 

1 

4 

1 

1 


1 

2 


20 


11 


The  classification  of  the  causes  of  deaths  given  in  Table  T 
|ove  is  slightly  different  from  the  classification  used  in  similar 
•ties  in  previous  years.  It  has  not  been  possible  therefore  to  enter 
corresponding  figures  for  1949. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  again 
lows  a  downward  trend,  being  1  in  1950  as  compared  with  2  in 
|49  and  5  in  1948.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
rths  is  25.6  as  compared  with  35.1  in  1949  and  66.7  in  1948.  The 
ate  for  England  and  Wales  was  29.8. 

The  single  infant  death  was  a  child  aged  3  months  who 
Iccumbed  to  Broncho-Pneumonia,  the  child  dying  in  hospital. 
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SECTION  in. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

1.  Following  the  epidemic  of  1949,  it  was  only  to  b 
expected  that  Measles  would  be  almost  absent  during  1950,  bi 
there  were  more  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  Borough  than  i 
any  year  since  this  disease  was  made  notifiable  in  1940  and  th 
incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  the  highest  for  the  past  seven  year 
There  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  these  diseases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of  cases  admittr 
to  isolation  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  ; 
shown  in  the  Registrar-General’s  classification  of  deaths  are  give 
in  Table  II  below. 


TABLE  II 


Total 

Total  (1949) 

</) 

a 

s 

Females 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

20  (5) 

ii 

9 

12 

-  (1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

60  (1) 

27 

33 

- 

-  (| 

Diphtheria  . 

-  (-) 

- 

-  (1 

Measles  ...  . 

3  (142) 

3 

- 

- 

(■ 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 
influenzal)  . 

-  (2) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(J 

Erysipelas  . 

-  (1) 

- 

(i 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

(fl 

Dysentery  . 

-  (-) 

— 

— 

- 

“  (* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

-  (-) 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

-  (-) 

— 

- 

- 

9 

Smallpox  . 

-  (-) 

— 

— 

- 

9 

Typhoid  . 

-  (-) 

— 

9 

Malaria 

-  (-) 

— 

— 

- 

9 

Food  Poisoning  . 

-  (-) 

1 

Totals  . 

83  (151) 

41 

42 

12 

1 1 
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2.  Table  111  below  shows  the  age  distribution  of  cases  of 
ifectious  Disease  notified. 


TABLE  III 


At  all  ages 

Age  Groups 

Under  1  year 

• 

l 

o\ 

1 

i 

O 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  and  over 

carlet  Fever  . 

20 

_ 

2 

8 

9 

_ 

1 

looping  Cough  . 

60 

10 

19 

27 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

iphtheria  . 

easles  . 

3 

1 

1 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal)  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

rysipelas  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

cute  Poliomyelitis 

ysentery  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

phthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

lerperal  Pyrexia  . 

nallpox 

phoid  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

alaria  . 

>od  Poisoning  . 

Totals  . 

83 

- 

12  , 

28 

37  ! 

4 

1 

1 

- 

n 

b 

d 


Tuberculosis 

(a)  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  record  another  reduction  in  the 
iber  of  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  only  2  cases 
g  notified  in  1950  as  compared  with  4  in  1949  and  6  in  1948. 
a  the  previous  year  only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease 
ng  1950.  This  is  less  than  the  average  for  the  last  10  years. 
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The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  new  cases  and  ol 
deaths  during  the  year. 

TABLE  IV 


Ages 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonan  1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F| 

Under  1  year  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

1  to  5  years  . 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

— 

“  1 

5  to  15  years  . 

- 

- 

- 

“  ■ 

15  to  25  years . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

“  1 

25  to  35  years . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

35  to  45  years . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45  to  55  years  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

I 

55  to  65  years . 

- 

- 

1  " 

— 

1 

65  and  over  . 

- 

1  “ 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

(b)  The  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  duril 
1950  is  given  in  Table  V. 

TABLE  V 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

1  Ou 

M 

F 

M 

F 

On  Register.  1st  Jan.,  1950 

11 

10 

2 

- 

23 

2 

New  notifications  . 

L 

Deaths  of  cases  not  previously  no- 

tified  . 

Cases  restored  to  Register  . 

- 

Transfers  from  other  districts  . 

Totals  . 

13 

10 

2 

- 

25 

Deaths  during  year  . 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Recovered  . 

— 

Removed  from  district  . 

— 

Totals  . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

Register,  31st  Dec.,  1950 

13 

9 

2 

24 

22 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  the  following 
:ures  relating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
children  under  15  years  of  age  are  reproduced  : — 

TABLE  VI 


ear  of  Birth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1950 

Reinforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1950 

Total  number 
Immunised  at 
end  of  1950 

Percentage 
of  related 
population 

1950 

2 

_  * 

2 

1949 

36 

— 

41 

1948 

6 

— 

56 

[  66.7  (64.3) 

1947 

2 

— 

58 

1946 

— 

51 

1945 

2 

14 

56 

1944 

4 

25 

81 

1943 

— 

59 

1942 

_ 

— 

44 

1941 

- 

— 

39 

1940 

— 

39 

96.9(90.1) 

1939 

I 

— 

55 

1938 

— 

1 

44 

1937 

— 

— 

46 

1936 

— 

40 

Totals 

53 

40 

711  1 

85.5  (80.3) 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
rticulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1950, 
|ntained  in  the  following  table  : — 

TABLE  VII 


Age  group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-Vaccinations 

Under  1 

6 

1  to  4  . 

9 

1 

5  to  14 . 

7 

— 

15  and  over  ... 

7 

5 

Totals  ... 

29 

6 

23 


SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  AND 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 .  Water  Supply 

(a)  The  supply  of  water  from  the  two  deep  wells  at  Rushendl 
has  continued  to  be  both  adequate  and  of  reasonably  good  quali  [ 
Ten  samples  of  raw  water  and  1 1  of  treated  water  were  taken  f| 
bacteriological  examination  and  in  2  of  the  former  B.coli  (presur 
tive)  were  found. 

The  report  on  a  sample  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during  t] 
year  is  given  below  : — 

Parts  per  mill! 


Total  solid  residue  (dried  at  180°  C)  ... 

555 

Chlorine 

62 

Free  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen)  . 

0.6 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen) 

none 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

none 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . 

none 

Oxygen  absorbed,  £  hour  at  26.7°  C  ... 

0.1 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at  26.7°  C  ... 

0.2< 

Toxic  Metals  . 

not  detec 

Iron  ...  . • 

3.0 

Hardness  : 

Permanent  . 

140 

Temporary  . 

64 

Total  . 

204 

In  regard  to  this  sample,  the  Public  Analyst  reported  :  ' 
iron  is  high,  otherwise  the  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quaj 
and  on  the  above  chemical  analysis  should  be  fit  for  drinking.’j 


(b)  All  houses  are  supplied  by  mains  direct,  none  br| 
supplied  by  standpipe.  The  total  consumption  during  the  year 
39,51 1,000  gallons  of  which  12,612,000  were  used  for  trade  purpJ 
and  26.899,000  for  domestic  purposes.  This  is  a  total  average! 
35.2  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  per  day  and  a  dome 
consumption  of  24  gallons  per  head  per  day. 


te 


■  - 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 


(a)  A  further  400  yards  of  foul  sewer  and  200  yards  of  surface 
water  sewer  in  connection  with  the  Rushenden  Housing  Estate  were 
constructed  during  the  year. 

(b)  Eighteen  houses  at  Pier  Cottages,  situated  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  town,  are  served  by  three  cesspools,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  all  connected  to  main 

drainage. 

(c)  Sewage  is  disposed  of  untreated  into  the  River  Swale, 
k  Disposal  of  Refuse 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a  site  between 
*ier  Cottages  and  West  Minster.  Regular  spraying  for  the 
prevention  of  fly  breeding  and  periodic  test  baiting  for  rat 
nfestation  are  carried  out. 

.  Sc  hools’  Sanitation 
Satisfactory. 

.  Public  Conveniences 

There  are  three  public  conveniences,  but  provision  is  made 

nly  for  males. 


Inspections 

Appendix  A  gives  details  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
initary  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Nuisances 

Details  of  nuisances  abated  are  shown  in  Appendix  B.  All 
?re  dealt  with  by  Informal  notices. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

(a)  Twenty  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  were  carried 

(b)  No  disinfestations  for  bed  bugs,  fleas,  etc.,  were  called  for. 
Mosquito  Control 

Preventive  measures  to  suppress  mosquito  breeding  are  taken 
regular  intervals  by  spraying  ditches  and  other  collections  of 
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water  with  Malariol.  The  Rushenden  area  in  particular  suffered 
from  a  serious  invasion  of  the  Anopheline  type  during  July  in 
spite  of  these  measures. 

Spraying  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  dwellings  does  alleviate 
the  nuisance  to  a  great  extent,  but  it  is  obviously  impracticable 
to  treat  the  whole  of  the  marshland  area  and  a  certain  amount  of 
nuisance  from  mosquitoes  occasionally  is  to  be  expected.  It  was 
for  this  reason  that  an  article  giving  advice  to  the  public  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  the  local  Press  very  kindly  published  it  in  April. 

10.  Rodent  Control 

An  annual  test  of  the  sewers  in  accordance  with  the  Divisional 
Rodent  Officer’s  instructions  showed  that  they  were  completely 
free  from  rats.  Details  of  complaints  and  treatment  of  infestation; 
are  given  below  : — 


Number  of  complaints  received 

11 

Infestations  found 

... 

11 

Infestations  found  on  survey 

. . . 

3 

Treated  by  L.A.’s  operator 

14 

Treated  by  tenant  or  occupier 

... 

— 

Estimated  kill  by  poison 

. 

150 

SECTION  V 

HOUSING 

1.  The  following  figures  show  the  number 
slructed  during  1950  and  the  total  since  the  war. 

of  houses  cor 

Council  houses  : 

During 

1950 

Total  built 
since  the  wan 

Completed  . 

26 

88 

Under  construction  . 

6 

...  - 

Private  enterprise  : 

Completed  . 

— 

3 

Under  construction . 

— 

.  .  .  - 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  205  applicants  on  til 

waiting  list  for  Council  houses,  80  of  whom  resided  outside  t 
Borough. 


2.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of 
using  is  shown  below  : — 

action  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year : — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  38 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  87 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  38 

emedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  38 

ction  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

SECTION  VI 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Food  Bye-laws 

The  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
L'livery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  came  into  force 
m  3rd  July,  1950,  and  appear  to  be  well  complied  with  in  the  area. 

Milk 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  district  but  there  are  9  retailers. 
If  these,  2  retail  pasteurised  milk,  2  T.T.  (pasteurised),  5  sterilised 
lilk  and  4  non-designated  milk.  The  non-designated  milk  is 
liportcd  from  London  and  is  heat  treated  before  despatch. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  one  (a  pas- 
lurised  milk)  was  found  not  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  tests. 
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3.  Ice  Cream 


Six  premises  are  registered  for  sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream! 
but  there  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  Borough. 

4.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  butchers’  shops  and  factor* 
canteens.  The  following  foods  were  found  unfit  for  human  con( 
sumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  : — 


Milk  . 

226 

tins 

Eggs  . 

113 

Fish  . 

2 

lbs. 

Meat  . 

4 

lbs. 

Cheese  . 

1 

lb. 

5.  Fish  Frying 

There  are  two  fried  fish  shops  and  both  are  kept  satisfactorihj 

6.  Bakehouses 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  operation  and  both  premises  ar| 
kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

7.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  an 
Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  I  am  able  t 
give  below  the  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  Borough  during  th 
year  : — 

Aspirin  . 

Beef  Sausagemeat  ... 

Blackcurrant  jelly  desert 
Camphorated  Oil  ... 

Castor  Oil  . 

Dragees  of  Peppermint  Oil,  Menthol  and 
Cinnamon  Oil 
Flour  mixture 

Fruit  flavoured  essence  for  making  junket 

Full  cream  condensed  milk  . 

Gin  .  . 

Glycerine,  Honey,  Lemon  and  Citric  Acid 
Milk 


i 


1 

1 

1 
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Raspberry  and  Redcurrant  Jam  .  1 

Sherbet  suckers  .  1 

Sponge  mixture  .  1 

Sweetmeal  suet  pudding  .  1 

Tomato  ketchup  .  1 

Whisky  .  1 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 


SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : — 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2. 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authorities  (no  mech¬ 
anical  power)  . 

lactories  not  included  above  in 

1  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

I  local  authority  (mechanical 

1  power)  . 

10 

54 

Ither  premises  in  which  Section 

1 7  is  enforced  by  the  local 

1  authority  (excluding  out- 
1  workers’  premises)  . 

_ 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — - 

Found  Remedied 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Section  7) — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  4  4 


3.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nil 


APPENDIX  A. 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


No.  of  visits 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

4 

Ashbins  ...  . 

53 

Bakehouses  . 

12 

Drainage,  visits  and  re-visits 

24 

Drains  defective  ...  ...  . 

7 

Drainage  re-laid  ...  . 

3 

Factories  and  workplaces  . 

54 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  ...  . 

8 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  . 

7 

Refuse  tips  . 

12 

Schools  .  . 

8 

Shops  (1934  Act)  ...  ...  . 

41 

Stables  and  piggeries  . 

6 

Water  samples  . 

12 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  . 

12 

Watercourses  inspected  ...  ...  . 

17 

Mosquito  control . 

54 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

38 

Re-visits  to  above  houses 

49 

Housing  Survey  inspections  . 

17 

Re-housing  interviews  and  investigations 

4 

Infectious  disease  investigations  . 

20 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  ...  ...  . 

27 

F'ied  Fish  shoos  . 

12 

Grocers  ...  .  . 

14 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  . 

2 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  . 

ii 

Ice  cream  retailers'  premises 

6 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  . 

4 

Food  manufacturing  premises  . 

9 

Total . 

1 

APPENDIX  B. 

NUISANCES  ABATED 


Number 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

4 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  ...  . 

9 

Drainage  repaired  . 

7 

Drainage  reconstructed  . 

3 

Waste  pipes  . 

1 

Dampness  . 

34 

Defective  floors  . 

11 

Defective  fireplaces  and  stoves  ...  ... 

7 

Washing  coppers  . 

2 

Refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  . 

46 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  . 

2 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

1 

Total  .  . 

127 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 

To  the  Sheerness  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Sheerness  for  the  year  1950. 

The  Birth  Rate  at  16.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  slightly 
lower  than  in  1949  (17.8  per  1,000).  Although  this  rate  has  been 
dropping  since  1947  when  it  was  exceptionally  high,  it  is  still 
higher  than  the  rates  recorded  in  the  years  immediately  preceding 
the  war. 

The  Death  Rate  at  12.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  showed 
very  little  change  from  that  of  the  previous  year  (12.4  per  1,000). 
The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  at  19.2  per  1,000  births  was,  however, 
higher  than  in  the  previous  two  years  (11.3  in  1949  and  16.1  in 
1948)  though  less  than  half  that  for  1946  (56.3  per  1,000).  It  still 
compares  favourably,  however,  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole  (29.8  per  1,000). 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1950  wai 
very  much  lower  than  in  1949  due  to  the  comparative  absence  ol 
Measles.  There  were  also  less  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but  Whoopim 
Cough  was  very  prevalent.  New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  death: 
from  this  disease  showed  a  decline.  Perhaps  the  most  interestin; 
feature  is  the  absence  of  Diphtheria  for  the  past  two  years,  th> 
longest  period  that  the  town  has  been  free  from  this  disease. 

The  housing  situation  still  remains  serious.  Although  i 
record  number  of  81  houses  were  built  by  the  Council,  there  wer 
still  417  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  t 
this  figure  must  be  added  many  more  families  who  are  living  i 
sub-standard  houses. 

During  the  current  year  a  Preliminary  Survey  has  been  mad 
of  the  Mile  Town  and  Blue  Town  areas  and  a  special  repo 
submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  suggesting  a  scheme  ft 
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lealing  with  the  worst  of  the  properties  in  these  areas  and  the 
e-developmcnt  of  some  of  the  sites  in  a  programme  extending  over 
en  years.  This  report  is  printed  in  Appendix  C. 


Much  has  been  done  during  the  year  to  emphasise  the  need  for 
nproved  standards  in  food  hygiene  and  Bye-laws  in  respect  of 
sale  and  delivery  of  food  came  into  force  in  March  of  1950. 

For  much  of  the  work  I  am  indebted  to  the  ever-willing  and 
;  assistance  and  co-operation  of  Mr.  D.  E.  Jacob,  Senior 
itary  Inspector,  and  I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of 
iking  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  kindly 
sideration. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


FRANK  HAUXWELL. 


SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Climate 

There  was  a  poor  and  dull  summer  followed  by  an  exception- 
r  wet  winter. 

Area 
'43  acres. 

Population 

The  total  population,  i.e.,  civilian  and  non-civilian,  as 
imated  by  the  Registrar-General  for  mid-year  1950,  16,180. 

This  figure  is  a  decrease  of  220  on  the  similar  estimate  for 
previous  year. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  4,252 

This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  69  over  1949. 

Rateable  Value  .  £110,865 

Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate  .  £439 
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SECTION  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  the  rates  for  the  area 
based  on  the  local  population.  Corrected  rates,  however,  arc* 
arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  local  rates  by  what  is  known  as 
Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  thi:| 
has  the  effect  of  adjusting  the  local  rates  to  rates  which  would  havtl 
occurred  had  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  local  populatiol 
been  the  same  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  Thi| 
enables  a  truer  comparison  to  be  made  not  only  with  the  rate  fc 
England  and  Wales  but  with  the  rates  in  other  areas  where  thj 
Crude  Rate  has  been  similarly  adjusted. 

The  effect  of  this  is  that  though  Crude  Rates  in  a  static  cl 
semi-static  population  are  useful  indices  for  showing  increases  (I 
decreases  in  Birth  and  Death  Rates  over  a  series  of  years,  til 
Corrected  Rate  is  the  proper  index  to  be  taken  for  compariscf 
either  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  or  with  other  arej 

similarly  adjusted. 


1.  Births 

(a)  Live  Births 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Totals 


Males 
122  (128) 
10  (8) 
132  (136) 


Females 
120  (121) 
8  (7) 

128  (128) 


Totals! 
242  (24 

18  (j 
260  (2(1 


The  total  number  of  births  was  4  less  than  in  1949  (or  1.5C 
Illegitimate  births  were  6.9%  of  the  total  births  (5.7  /o). 


(b)  Birth  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  Rate  per  1.000  population  ... 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 

(c)  Still-Births  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  3  (7)  1  (3) 

Illegitimate  ...  —  (0)  "“I 

The  Still-birth  percentage  of  the  total  (live  and  still)  births 

1.5%  as  compared  with  3.6%  in  1949. 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1949 


16.0  (1« 
18.4 
15.8 

Totall 
4 
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Dhaths 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  199,  of 
ich  96  were  males  and  103  females.  Corresponding  figures  for 
t9  were— total  185,  males  97  and  females  88. 

(b)  Death  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  12.3  (12.4) 

Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  12.3  (11.5) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  11.6 

(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  of  residents 
ether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district  during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  I 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

ubcrculosis.  respiratory  . 

2 

3 

yphilitic  disease  . 

2 

1 

lalignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

5 

2 

lalignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

i 

lalignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

7 

lalignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

1 

ther  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

7 

11 

eukaemia.  aleukaemia 

1 

iabetes  ...  ...  ...  . 

— 

2 

ascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

6 

14 

oronary  disease,  angina 

15 

6 

ypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

7 

2 

ther  heart  disease  . 

18 

27 

ther  circulatory  disease 

2 

7 

ifluenza 

— 

2 

leumonia  . 

3 

1 

ronchitis  . 

8 

2 

[  ther  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

leer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1  ephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

[  ther  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

8 

lotor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

1  11  other  accidents 

1 

1 

1  aicide  . 

— 

2 

TOTALS  . 

96 

103 

The  classification  of  the  causes  of  deaths  given  in  Table  1 
)ve  is  slightly  different  from  the  classification  used  in  similar 
bles  in  previous  years.  It  has  not  been  possible  therefore  to  enter 
corresponding  figures  for  1949. 
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3.  Infant  Mortality 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ag 
was  5,  being  2  more  than  in  1949  and  giving  an  Infant  Mortalit 
Rate  for  the  year  of  19.2.  Though  this  is  an  increase  from  tl 
rate  for  1949  (11.3)  it  is  the  third  successive  year  that  this  rate  h; 
been  below  20.  The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  29.8. 

(b)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  5  deaths. 


TABLE  II 


Cause 

Age  at  death 

Place  of  deatl 

Prematurity  . 

1  week 

Home 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn 

4  days 

Hospital 

Kernicterus 

Rhesus  incompatibility  . 

6  months 

Home 

Prematurity  . 

3  days 

Hospital 

Gastro  enteritis  . 

8  months 

Home 

4.  Natural  Increase  in  Population 

Births  exceeded  Deaths  by  61  in  1950  as  compared  with 
121,  159  and  119  in  the  years  1949,  1948,  1947  and  1946  res 
lively. 


SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

was  to  be  expected  after  the  epidemic  of  1949  there  were 
few  cases  of  Measles  in  1950.  The  91  cases  of  Whooping 
^h.  however,  represents  a  bigger  figure  than  at  any  time  since 
when  the  disease  was  made  notifiable.  There  were,  how- 
no  deaths.  The  year  1950  marks  the  second  successive  year 
lich  there  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria. 

total  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of  cases  admitted 
•  ■elation  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as 
tin  in  the  Registrar-General’s  classification  of  deaths  are  given 

ipble  III  below. 

TABLE  III 


Disease 


Total 

Total  (1949) 

Males 

Females 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Deaths  (1949) 

22  (44) 

9 

13 

8 

-  (-) 

91  (15) 

43 

48 

- 

-  (-) 

—  (~) 

— 

— 

— 

-  (-) 

4  (518) 

1 

3 

-  H 

3  (7) 

1 

2 

— 

4  (6) 

7  (5) 

4 

3 

- 

-  (-) 

-  CD 
(-) 

— 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

- 

-  (-) 

4  (3) 

(  \ 

- 

4 

:  ji 

V.  ) 

-  (-) 

— 

_ 

— 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

- 

-  h 

-  (-) 

~ 

" 

“ 

-  (-) 

131  (593) 

58 

73 

8 

4  (6) 

m 


Fever 

oping  Cough 
[ltheria 

Pneumonia  (pri 
[influenzal)  ... 

|ipelas 

Poliomyelitis 

tery  . 

CJhalmia  Neonatorum 

_ iral  Pyrexia 

Sllpox 

oid  . 

ria  . 

Poisoning 


Totals 


ary 


or 


2.  Table  IV  below  shows  the  age  distribution  of  cases  of 
fectious  Disease  notified  during  1950. 


Age  Groups 
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3.  Tuberculosis 

Ten  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  hi 
one  case  coming  to  knowledge  posthumously  makes  1 1  new  <  £ 
during  the  year.  This  is  3  less  than  the  previous  year  and  al  3| 
less  than  the  average  for  the  past  5  years. 


Deaths  assigned  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  1950 
5.  This  again  is  3  less  than  in  the  previous  year  but  only  1 
than  the  average  over  the  past  5  years. 


Of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only  2  cases  were  no 
There  were  no  deaths  assigned  to  this  cause. 


1 
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Table  V  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the 
ear  while  Table  VI  gives  a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 

egister. 

TABLE  V 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Ages 


Pul¬ 
monary 
M  F 


Under  1  year 
1  to  5  years 
1 5  to  15  years 
:  15  to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  55  years 
1 55  to  65  years 
1 65  and  over 


2 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 


Non-Pul- 
monary 
M  F 


Pul¬ 
monary 
M  F 


Non-Pul- 
monary 
M  F 


1 
1 


Totals 


TABLE  VI 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Register,  1st  Jan.,  1950  . 

ew  notifications  . 

aths  of  cases  not  previously  notified 

s  restored  to  register  . 

sfers  from  other  districts . 

Totals  . 

aths  during  year  . 

Recovered 

Removed  from  district  . 

aths  of  cases  on  Register  but  not 
|due  to  Tuberculosis  . 

Totals  . 

dumber  of  cases  remaining  on  Register 
31st  Dec.,  1950 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F  M 

F 

51 

34  9 

14 

108 

5 

5 

1 

2 

12 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

60 

43  9 

17 

129 

2 

3 

_ 

5 

2 

—  - 

- 

2 

3 

-  j  1 

1 

5 

- 

2  “ 

- 

2 

7 

5  1 

1 

14 

53 

U> 

00 

I 

00 

16 

115 

4.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  figures  and  these  have  been  included  in 
the  following  table.  The  percentage  figures  in  brackets  relate  to 
1949. 


TABLE  VII 


Year  of 
Birth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1950 

Reinforcing 
inoculation 
in  1950 

Total  number 
immunised  at 
end  of  1950 

Percentage 
of  related 
population 

1950 

27 

27 

\ 

1949 

170 

_ 

184 

1948 

25 

_ 

268 

-62.3%  (57.5) 

1947 

4 

166 

) 

1946 

3 

3 

213 

1945 

3 

23 

201 

1944 

— 

9 

222 

1943 

— 

_ 

164 

1942 

— 

— 

197 

1941 

— 

1 

198 

i  IjJ 

1940 

— 

— 

148 

'  87.7%  (83.9)  1 

1939 

1 

— 

148 

1938 

— 

3 

186 

1937 

— 

2 

174 

1936 

— 

1 

171 

Totals  ... 

233 

42 

2667 

77.5%  (73.2)1 

5.  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  fol-j 
lowing  particulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  smallpox  durint 
1950. 

TABLE  VIII 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-Vaccinations 

Under  1  year  ... 

91 

1  to  4  years  ... 

62 

5 

5  to  14  years  ... 

20 

6 

15  and  over  ... 

20 

44 

Totals 

193 

55 

40 


SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  AND 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

(a)  The  Water  Supply  is  derived  from  two  boreholes,  one  at 
nity  Road  and  one  at  Sheerness  East,  and  also  through  bulk 
•chase  from  the  Sheppcy  Water  Company. 

The  total  consumption  during  the  year  amounted  to  15  U 
lion  gallons,  a  daily  consumption  of  25.6  gallons  per  head. 

251,500  gallons  were  pumped  from  Trinity  Road  borehole. 
p30,400  gallons  were  pumped  from  Shecmess  East  borehole  and 
[767,000  gallons  were  purchased  in  bulk  from  Sheppey  Water  Co. 


(b)  Results  of  chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the 
boreholes  are  given  below  : — 


Trinity 

Sheemess 

Road 

East 

Parts  per 

million 

Total  solid  residue  (dried  at  180°C) 

603 

610 

Chlorine  . 

64 

53 

Free  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen)  . 

0.80 

1.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen) 

none 

0.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

none 

none 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . 

present 

present 

Oxygen  absorbed,  |  hour  at  26.7 °C 

0.16 

0.16 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at  26.7  °C 

0.31 

0.33 

Toxic  metals  . 

not  detected 

not  detected 

pH  . 

8.10 

8.26 

Hardness : 

Permanent  . 

0 

12 

Temporary  . 

46 

68 

lAnalyst’s  Remarks. — These  waters  are  of  satisfactory  organic 
q|ity  and  on  the  above  chemical  analyses  should  be  fit  for 

dicing. 

1(c)  24  samples  of  raw  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
estimation  and  in  one  of  these  presumptive  B.  coli  were  found. 
0|7  samples  of  treated  water,  3  showed  the  presence  of  presump- 
hlB.  coli.  In  none  of  the  81  samples  were  typical  B.  coli.  found. 
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(d)  Approximately  95%  of  the  total  dwelling-houses  are  supj 
plied  by  mains  direct  to  houses,  the  remaining  5%  being  supplie 
by  standpipes.  The  supply  is  intermittent. 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 


(a)  The  sewers  have  been  extended  during  1950  for  the  pul 
poses  of  Housing  Estate  development  on  the  No.  5  Housing  Si| 
at  West  Minster  where  211  yards  of  9"  sewer  and  169  yards  of 
sewer  have  been  laid. 


(b)  All  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  to  main  drainagl 


3. 


Disposal  of  Refuse 
The  old  West  Minster  tip,  adjacent  to  the  sea  wall,  was  clos 
in  October  and  a  new  tip  started  on  the  western  section  of  the  car 
towards  West  Minster.  The  old  tip  was  re-opened  for  a  she 
period  when  heavy  rains  made  the  temporary  track  to  the  new  t| 
unusable  but  it  has  now  been  sealed  with  soil  after  being  treatj 
for  rat  infestation  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  new  tip  is  satisfactory  and  there  has  been  an  ample  sul 
ply  of  soil  for  covering  and  no  signs  of  infestation  have  be| 
apparent. 


4.  Schools  Sanitation 

No  nuisances  were  reported  or  found  at  the  Schools. 


5.  Public  Conveniences 


A  pre-war  scheme  for  new  conveniences  for  both  sexes  at 
eastern  end  of  the  promenade.  Marine  Parade,  was  re-consider 
and  approved.  It  is  expected  that  the  works  will  be  undertakj 
during  the  coming  year. 

Conveniences  exist  at  the  Pier,  near  the  Boating  Pool,  Swil 
ming  Pool,  Welfare  Clinic,  and  adjoining  the  Public  Baths  in  WcJ 
Street. 


6. 


Public  Baths 

(a)  Slipper  Baths. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  numberh 
persons  using  the  Slipper  Baths  in  Wood  Street  which  were  opeil 
in  1949,  the  average  weekly  figure  rising  from  110  persons  in  fi| 
to  123  in  1950. 
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(b)  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool. — Samples  of  sea  water  from  the 
Aquarena  swimming  pool  were  taken  regularly  during  the  season 
and  all  the  results  were  very  satisfactory,  showing  the  new 
chlorinating  plant  to  be  working  efficiently. 

Due  to  the  poor  summer,  the  attendance  at  the  Aquarena 
fell  to  approximately  33,000  during  the  18  weeks  it  was  open.  The 
highest  number  of  bathers  in  one  day  was  816  while  the  average 
for  the  warmer  spells  was  725  per  day. 

7.  Mortuary 

A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  and  Gravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary 
facilities  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 


8.  Lethal  Chamber  for  Cats  and  Dogs 

A  lethal  chamber  supplied  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  affords  facilities 
or  the  destruction  of  sick  animals,  the  charges  being  1/6  for  a  cat 
ind  2/-  for  a  dog.  Strays  are  only  destroyed  when  brought  in  by 
he  Police. 

).  Camping 

The  sanitary  amenities  of  the  one  camping  site  in  the  district 
lave  been  maintained  adequately  throughout  the  year.  The  site  is 

1  I  I  present  licensed  for  25  movable  dwellings  and  is  fully  utilised 
iring  the  summer  months. 

I.  Inspections 

Details  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are 
own  in  Appendix  A. 

.  Nuisances 

Details  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  are  given  in 

ppendix  B. 

!.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

(a)  67  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 

sease. 

(b)  The  following  are  details  of  premises  disinfested  : — 

(i)  Bed  Bugs  — 

Council  houses  .  Nil 

Other  premises  .  21 
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(iii)  Other  insect  pests  — 


(ii)  Fleas  — 


Council  houses 
Other  premises 


Council  houses 
Other  premises 


Nil 

5 


2 

7 


(c)  8  lots  of  furniture  and  bedding  were  treated  with  Zalde- 
cide  as  a  precautionary  measure  before  lettings  were  made  to  cer¬ 
tain  selected  housing  applicants. 

(d)  Zaldecide  spray  and  powder,  both  containing  D.D.T., 
continue  to  be  used  effectively  against  vermin  and  other  insect 
pests. 

Formalin  is  used  for  the  disinfection  of  rooms  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Delay  in  the  delivery  of  certain  components  of  the  new  steam 
disinfector  prevented  its  use  during  most  of  the  year,  but  it  is  nowj 
in  full  working  order. 

13.  Mosquito  Control 

This  year  treatment  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  clean¬ 
ing  out  of  dykes  by  the  drainage  authority.  A  suitable  oil  with 
D.D.T.  (Malariol  H.S.)  is  applied  to  water  surfaces  at  frequent! 
intervals  and  surrounding  vegetation  and  animal  houses  are  sprayed! 
with  a  water  diluted  D.D.T.  emulsion. 

In  view  of  the  extent  of  likely  breeding  places  in  the  area  ini 
close  proximity  to  dwellings,  the  treatment  does  much  to  minimise! 
this  nuisance. 

14.  Rodent  Control 

(a)  The  following  are  details  of  complaints  received  and 
treatment  carried  out  during  the  year : — 


Number  of  complaints  received 

Infestations  found  . 

Treated  by  Local  Authority’s  Operator 
Treated  by  Occupier  . 


79 

76 

74 

2 
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(b)  The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year,  in  Janu- 
and  July.  On  the  first  treatment  14  out  of  a  total  of  117  man- 

oles  baited  showed  takes,  and  on  the  second  8  out  of  a  total  of 
29  manholes  showed  takes. 

(c)  The  anti-social  habits  of  some  residents  in  some  parts 
f  the  town  in  throwing  kitchen  scraps  and  waste  bread  on  to 
acant  land  encourages  rodents  and  especially  in  the  old  timber 
ructures  quickly  leads  to  house  infestation. 


SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


Housing  Progress 
(a) 


(i) 


(>i) 


The  following  table  shows  the 

number  of 

houses  built 

1950  and  the  total  since  the  war 

Council  houses  — 

During 

Total  since 

1950 

end  of  war 

Temporary,  completed 

— 

46 

Permanent,  completed  . 

.  81 

279 

Permanent,  under  construction  55 

Private  ownership  — 

Permanent,  completed 

.  10 

13 

Permanent,  under  construction  1 

(b)  There  were  704  names  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 
buses  at  the  beginning  of  1950  and  although  a  revision  of  the  list 
|  December,  1950,  weeded  out  a  large  number  of  applicants,  who, 
various  reasons,  did  not  wish  to  remain  on  the  list,  there  were 
|ll  417  applicants  on  31st  December,  1950.  The  following  figures 
taken  from  the  analysis  of  housing  applications  made  by  the 
nior  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Size  of 

Living  in 

Living  in  rooms 

family 

house 

1  room 

2  rooms 

3  or  more 

2 

16 

23 

25 

3 

3 

59 

36 

59 

6 

4 

46 

19 

22 

6 

5 

41 

1 

5 

1 

6 

19 

— 

1 

7 

10 

— 

2 

Others 

17 

— 

— 

TotaJs 

208 

79 

112 

18 
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2.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  4  dwelling-houses  during 
the  year,  viz., 

30,  King  Street,  Blue  Town. 

12,  Chapel  Street,  Blue  Town. 

110,  Russell  Street,  Mile  Town. 

20.  King’s  Head  Alley,  Blue  Town. 

Eight  houses  were  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition | 
Orders  made  before  1950. 

Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing| 
during  the  year  is  shown  below. 


A— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  TH1 
YEAR 


1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 

ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

4  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation 


20( 

44? 


1C 


B-REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOU| 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 
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ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 
YEAR 

|l  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  no¬ 

tices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Pro:cedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  5 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  ...  5 

Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  4 

fb)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  8 


SECTION  VI 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

1  Food  Byelaws 

The  new  Byelaws  with  respect  to  handling,  wrapping  and 
Ivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  came  into  force 
1 12th  March,  1950. 

|  Food  Hygiene  Education 

The  Health  Department  arranged  a  public  meeting  to  which 
alfood  traders  in  the  district  were  invited.  The  invitation  was 
winded  to  food  traders  in  Oueenborough  and  Sheppey  Rural 
Irict.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  addressed  the  meeting 
olFood  Hygiene  and  appropriate  films  were  shown  by  the  Cen- 
trl  Office  of  Information. 
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Displav  publicity  matter  was  also  exhibited  later  in  the  ye  ] 
in  the  town  and  the  practical  implication  of  the  principles  cl 
food  hygiene  was  stressed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  when  visitinj 
food  preparing  premises.  In  a  seaside  town  the  temporary  season;! 
catering  staff  is  considerable  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  informatiol 
gained  by  managements  and  permanent  staffs  will  assist  them  i| 
the  supervision  of  temporary  staff. 


3.  Milk  Supply 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  area.  The  following  design] 
tions  are  retailed  by  21  registered  distributors:— 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  •••  2  retailers 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ...  ...  ...  2  „ 

Sterilised  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

There  is  no  raw  milk  retailed  in  the  town.  32  samples 
milk  were  examined,  31  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  but  1  (Pj 
teurised  Milk)  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed  tests. 

4.  Ice  Cream 
The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture.  ‘| 

or  storage  of  Ice  Cream  are  : — 

Sale  and  Storage  ...  ...  ...  29 

Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Storage  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  standard  of  manufacture  and  retail  distribution  was  fal 
satisfactorily  maintained.  The  employment  of  inexperierl 
persons  at  one  establishment  necessitated  more  frequent  suj 
vision  to  remedy  unsatisfactory  results  revealed  by  sampling, 
samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  were  gradeil 
follows  : — 

Grade  I  ...  •••  ...  23 

Grade  II  ...  •••  •••  •••  15 

Grade  III  ...  ...  ••• 

Grade  IV  ...  •••  •••  •••  5 

5.  Inspection  of  Meat  &  Other  Foods 
There  has  been  a  sustained  improvement  in  the  transport 
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at  to  the  district  and  there  was  no  occasion  to  condemn  any 
at  owing  to  bad  handling. 


A  welcome  introduction  into  some  meat  and  fish  shops  has 
:n  the  provision  of  refrigerated  display  cabinets,  but  several 
.‘mises  dealing  in  cooked  and  sliced  meats,  etc.,  have  yet  to 
ktall  refrigeration  and  there  has  been  some  food  condemned 
pich  would  not  have  occurred  had  refrigeration  facilities  been 
iilable  for  this  type  of  food. 


Approximately  14  cwt.  of  food  was  found  unfit  for  human 
lsumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered.  Details  are  given  below  : 


Cereals 

Vegetables 

Milk 

Meat — butchers 
tinned 
preserved 

Rabbit 
Duck 
Bacon 
Ham 
Pies 

Fish — fresh 
tinned 

Eggs 
Butter 
Cheese 
Fruit 
Preserves 
Confectionery 
Miscellaneous 


178  lbs. 
49  lbs. 
125  tins 
152  lbs. 
73  lbs. 
101  lbs. 
121  lbs. 

12  birds 
136  lbs. 
12  lbs. 
29  lbs. 
84  lbs. 
33  lbs. 
891 
4  lbs. 
48  lbs. 
63  lbs. 
81  lbs. 
51  lbs. 
78  lbs. 


f>|FiSH  Frying 

There  are  8  fried  fish  shops  and  all  are  maintained  satisfac- 
t(ly.  The  improvements  at  the  premises  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
[rt  were  completed  during  the  year. 
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7.  Shell-Fish 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  premises  where  shell-fish 
are  prepared  and  one  establishment  has  obtained  accommodation! 
more  adequate  and  separate  from  domestic  premises.  There  has! 
been  improvement  in  the  condition  in  which  these  premises  arc! 
kept. 

8.  Bakehouses 
There  are  four  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Three  are  satisfacl 

tory  but  one  small  establishment  has  not  adequate  premises  ami 
the  proprietor  has  been  told  to  obtain  alternative  and  satisfactorl 
premises  in  which  to  continue  business.  The  existing  premises  arj 
admittedly  incapable  of  complying  with  the  standards  required  bj 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Food  Byelaws  in  spite  of  past  effonj 
to  obtain  hygienic  conditions. 

9.  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 
I  am  able  to  give  details  of  samples  taken  under  this  Act 

the  Sheerness  Urban  District  by  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
Weights  &  Measures  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 

Arrowroot  .  1  Jam  Doughnuts  . 

Bitter  Beer  .  3  Linctus  Lollies  . 

Blancmange  Powder  .  1  Liquid  Paraffin  . 


Bread  and  Butter  .  1 

Butter  .  1 

Butter  Flavoured  Sweets...  2 

Cake  Flour  Mixture  .  1 

Calamine  Lotion  .  1 

Cherry  Cough  Syrup  .  1 

Christmas  Pudding  .  1 

Condensed  Milk  .  1 

Cream  Doughnuts  .  2 

Cream  of  Tartar  .  1 

Fish  and  Chips  .  2 

Frying  Oil  .  1 

Ginger  Conserve  .  1 

Ice  Cream  .  2 

Icing  .  1 

Iodized  Throat  Tablets  ...  1 


Milk  . 

Cough  &  Cold  Cure  . ... 

Olive  Oil  . 

Phosphate  Compound 

Potato  Crisps  . 

Powdered  Borax  . 

Processed  Peas  . 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  . 

Salad  Cream  . 

Sulphur  Ointment  . 

Surgical  Spirit  . 

Tapioca  Dessert  . 

Vegemite  . 

Whisky  . 

White  Pepper  . 

Zinc  Ointment  . 


1 
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All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
ywing  : — 

id  Cream. — Contained  no  lecithin  phosphoric  acid  indicating 
that  it  contained  no  egg  yolk.  Vegetable  oil  26%.  The  manu¬ 
facturers  of  this  article  took  appropriate  steps  to  withdraw  the 
Salad  Cream  from  sale.  No  further  action  was  taken  con¬ 
cerning  the  sample. 

.  Milk. — Inferior  in  fat.  10%  deficient.  The  producer  was 
interviewed  and  agreed  to  alter  milking  times  so  as  to  ensure 
more  even  periods  between  morning  and  afternoon  milking. 


SECTION  vn 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Ictories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
v.  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
fcy  Local  Authorities  (no  me¬ 
chanical  power)  . 

11 

16 

ttories  not  included  above  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
■he  Local  Authority  (mechani¬ 
cal  power)  . 

50 

36 

lier  premises  in  which  Section 
[  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
■Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

3 

2 

_ 

Total  ... 

J _ 

64 

54 

- 

-ases  in  which  defects  were  found — Nil. 


3. 


/ORK 


No.  of 

ature  of  work  outworkers 

Ming  of  wearing  apparel  .  2 


Action 
under  Secs. 
110  and  111 
Nil 


APPENDIX  A 


Visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


r  I 

- 

21 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  type  of  vi 
paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  : — 

Visits 
Re-v| 

Accumulations 
Ashbins 
Bakehouses 
Bug  infested  houses 

Verminous  houses  (excluding  bugs)  and  insect  pests 
Filthy  conditions 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 
Drainage,  visits  and  re-visits 
Drains  defective 
Drainage  re-laid 
Factories  and  Workplaces 
Halls  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
P.H.  Interviews  and  Appointments 
Movable  Dwellings 
Marine  Stores,  etc. 

Public  Conveniences 
Rats  and  Mice 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Tips 
Schools 

Shops  (1934)  ...  . 

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Swimming  Pools 

Water,  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
Water  Supply  visits 
Watercourses  inspected 
Mosquito  control 
Salvage  visits 

Houses  inspected  under  P.H.  Acts 
Re-visits  to  above  houses 
Houses  inspected  under  Ho.  Regs.,  193 
Re-visits  to  above 
Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas 
Re-visits  to  above 
Miscellaneous  housing  visits 
Re-housing  interviews  and  investigation 
Infectious  disease  investigations 
Disinfections 

Visits  to  meat  shops  and  vehicles 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
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ried  Fish  Shops 
tracers 

|rccngrocers  and  Fruiterers 
dries  and  Milk  Shops 
Cream  Premises 
staurants 

manufacturing  premises 
|ilk  samples 
Cream  samples 
|iscellaneous  Food  Visits 
loke,  Fumes  and  Dust 
liscellaneous  interviews 


Visits  and 
Re-visits 
7 

88 
9 
13 
21 
41 
15 
32 
58 
81 
53 
124 


Total  visits  ...  4.958 


APPENDIX  B 

Nuisances  and  Defects  remedied  during  the  year 

lufficicnt  sanitary  accommodation 
Ifective  sanitary  accommodation 
linage  repaired 
pinage  cleansed 
ainage  reconstructed 
Iks 

Iste  pipes 

p  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters 
hipness 
afs  ... 

Ills  and  ceilings 

lots 

pdows  and  ventilation 
bpiaces  and  stoves 
Ishing  coppers 
Iter  supplies 
Yd  paving 
■use  receptacles 
pke  nuisance 
rumulations  of  refuse 
Iping  of  animals 
iminous  rooms 
|cellaneous 
|hy  conditions 


3 
11 
12 
63 

2 

2 

6 

16 

28 

77 

80 

15 
19 
21 

4 

5 
3 

30 

3 

14 

5 

50 

18 

16 
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SHEERNESS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  conjunction  with  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  on  Slum  Clearance. 


As  the  Council  are  aware,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shej 
ness  are  at  present  living  in  houses  which  would  and  should  ha 
been  condemned  years  ago  had  other  suitable  accommodation  b< 
available.  Since  the  end^of  the  war,  however,  houses  provided 
the  Council  have  been  mainly  given  to  families  living  under  « 
ously  overcrowded  conditions,  usually  in  lodgings,  and  in  onh 
small  proportion  has  the  condition  of  the  house  been  the  cl 
factor  in  eranting  the  tenancy  of  a  Council  house.  It  is  now  sj 
gested  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  Council  must  give  gre< 
consideration  to  the  necessity  of  re-housing  tenants  who  are  li\ 
in  premises  which  are  structurally  so  dilapidated  and  so  lackim 
sanitary  amenities  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  Sheerness  there  are  at  present  appr 
mately  300-350  houses  which  should  be  condemned.  Some 
so  bad  that  they  should  be  dealt  with  at  once,  others  might 
considered  habitable  for  a  year  or  so  but  are  not  worth  repait 
and  others  might  with  essential  repairs  be  kept  in  occupatior 
still  longer  periods.  None  will  ever  be  other  than  seriously 
standard  owing  to  their  bad  arrangement,  sanitary  defects 
jack  of  amenities.  It  is  suggested  that  all  these  properties  be  < 
with  in  accordance  with  the  following  slum  clearance  scheme 

The  areas  in  which  the  greatest  amount  of  seriously 
standard  properties  lie  are  Mile  Town  and  Blue  Town  and  a 
Council  have  already  approved  in  principle  plans  for  re-dev 
ment  of  these  areas  it  would  appear  reasonable  to  co-ordina 
far  as  possible  schemes  of  slum  clearance  with  the  scherru 
re-development.  Accepting  that  principle,  it  is  suggested  an  11 
dialc  start  be  made  with  the  clearance  of  properties  in  Mile 
on  the  site  of  which  it  is  proposed  in  the  re-development 
to  build  flats.  It  is  further  suggested  that  the  process  of  clea 
with  the  accompanying  re-building  be  spread  over  a  period 
years  divided  into  five  2-yearly  stages.  2-yearly  stages  are 
nested  as  better  than  yearly  stages  as  it  will  enable  clearance 
to  be  taken  large  enough  to  give  a  reasonably  good  buildm 
but  small  enough  not  to  make  too  great  a  demand  on  re-no 
If.  however,  the  suggested  plan  is  to  attain  its  object,  i.e.,  cle< 
of  the  worst  properties  and  re-housing  the  tenants  with 
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1-nod  of  10  years,  it  is  essential  that  there  be  no  delay  between 
Ihe  stages.  To  prevent  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  all  decisions 
made  as  to  the  properties  to  be  dealt  with,' all  preliminary  work 
n  relation  to  obtaining  clearance  and/or  compulsory  purchase 
[rders,  and  the  building  programmes,  well  advanced  before  each 
age  is  due  to  commence. 

So  far  we  have  been  discussing  clearance  areas  in  that  part  of 
llile  Town  on  which  in  the  re-development  plan  it  is  proposed  to 
luild  flats.  Coincident  with  that  work,  however,  it  is  suggested  that 
I  each  2-yearly  stage  there  be  included  other  bad  properties  out¬ 
lie  that  area.  These  are  in  Mile  Town  in  that  portion  of  the  re- 
Tvelopment  plan  which  has  been  considered  to  be  suitable  for 
hops  and  public  buildings  and  there  are  many  similar  properties 
|  Blue  Town.  It  is  suggested  that  some  proportion  of  these  be 
[eluded  in  each  of  the  2-yearly  stages.  Some  may  be  suitable  for 
learance  areas  (with  possibly  compulsory  purchase  if  considered 
fcsirable),  others  will  be  more  suitable  to  be  dealt  with  as  indi- 
jdual  unfit  houses.  Some  of  these  sites  may  be  suitable  for  re- 
Kelopmcnt  as  open  spaces,  but  it  is  not  considered  that  many  of 
wdl  ke  suitable  for  re-housing.  Most  of  these  areas  require 
fining  out  rather  than  re-building. 

A  plan  showing  approximately  the  areas  to  be  dealt  with  and 
b  order  of  procedure  for  putting  the  above  scheme  into  operation 
II  be  submitted  to  the  Committee.  The  following  statement  gives 
summary  of  the  houses  to  be  dealt  with  and  the  re-housing  pro¬ 
drome  for  each  of  the  2-yearly  periods 


rears 

I  and  2nd 
and  4th 
and  6th 
and  8th 
and  10th 

Total 


Houses  for  Families  Re-housed  Re-housed  Total  to  be 
demolition  displaced  in  flats  elsewhere  re-housed 

45  40  18  22  40 

58  50  27  23  50 

70  70  39  31  70 

97  90  12  78  90 

91  90  15  75  90 


361 


340 


11 


229 


340 


Jn  regard  to  the  programme  the  following  observations  are 

|ju?r>An  e?.sentiaI  Prc-requisite  for  the  programme  is  the  ability 
KTlC,  ,to  re'house  the  tenants  displaced.  Though  there  is 
|,T  Mab'Uty  to  provide  equivalent  accommodation  for  indi- 
f  unfit  houses  demolished,  as  in  clearance  areas,  it  is  assumed 
l.InC?nC1  W°u  d  3CCept  that  responsibility.  The  programme 
n,eans  the  demolition  of  approximately  340  houses  in 
pars,  under  present  governmental  instructions,  houses  to  re- 
►eine  tenants  from  slum  clearance  must  be  supplied  out  of  the 
is  yearly  allocation.  It  is  suggested  therefore  that  out  of 


that  allocation  20  houses  a  year  be  allocated  to  this  programme 
during  the  first  2-yearly  period  and  that  that  number  be  stepped 
up  to  25  houses  per  year  for  the  second  2-yearly  period  and  to  35 
for  the  third  period  and  thereafter  to  45  houses  per  year.  The 
reason  for  the  progressive  increase  is  that  it  seems  reasonable  to 
expect  that  during  progressive  years  (i)  the  number  of  other  urgent 
cases  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  will  gradually  decrease  and 
(ii)  that  the  number  of  houses  the  Council  will  be  able  to  build 
will  gradually  increase. 

(b)  Clearance  areas  in  that  part  of  Mile  Town  on  which  re-] 
building  is  proposed  have  been  outlined  to  correspond  with  tho 
sites  required  for  re-building.  These  areas  must  therefore  be  taker! 
as  a  whole"  though  circumstances  may  necessitate  alterations  ii 
their  precedence. 

(c)  Other  houses  have  been  listed  for  demolition  in  an  approxi 
mate  order  of  urgency  on  present  assessment  of  condition.  If  som 
deteriorate  sooner  than  others  they  may  require  to  be  dealt  wit 
in  different  order. 

(d)  It  has  been  presumed  that  the  flats  to  be  built  will  fcj 
3-storey  flats.  Should,  however,  only  2-storey  flats  be  built  cl 
should  conventional  type  houses  be  built  in  the  re-developmei  i 
area,  the  overspill  to  other  areas  will  be  correspondingly  increase* 


October,  1951. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness.l 


To  The  Sheppey  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Sheppey  Rural  District  during  1950. 


Following  the  general  trend,  the  Birth  Rate  at  17.9  per  l,CvM 
of  the  population  again  shows  a  fall  in  comparison  with  recenii 
years,  but  the  fall  is  not  so  marked  as  in  other  districts  on  the 
Island.  It  is  also  the  highest  on  the  Island. 


The  Death  Rate  at  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  is _ V| 

slightly  lower  than  in  1949  (11.8  per  1,000),  but  the  Infant  Mor 
tality  Rate  at  25.1  per  1,000  births  shows  a  slight  increase  on  the 
rates  for  1949  and  1948. 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  consider] 
ably  lower  than  the  previous  year  because  Measles  was  almost 
absent,  but  Whooping  Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  much  mor<| 
prevalent  than  usual.  There  were  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  buj 
for  the  second  successive  year  the  district  was  completely  free  front 
Diphtheria. 


The  temporary  arrangement  with  the  Air  Ministry  whereby] 
their  Disposal  Works  at  Leysdown  has  taken  sewage  from  the! 
sewers  already  existing  in  the  village  has  proved  of  great  benefi] 
and  the  serious  nuisances  which  1  understand  arose  in  1949  weni 
not  repeated. 


The  appointment  of  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  ha  I 
naturally  led  to  better  supervision  of  all  Public  Health  matters  anefl 
this  is  reflected  in  the  improved  standards  of  hygiene  in  holiday! 
camps  and  food  preparing  places. 


For  much  of  the  work  I  am  indebted  to  the  able  and  willinjl 
co-operation  of  Mr.  Brading  and  to  Mr.  Davies,  the  Sanitanj 
Inspector,  and  I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  menu 
bers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  kindly  consideration. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant. 


B 

N 


FRANK  HAUXWELL. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Climate 

There  was  a  poor  and  dull  summer  followed  by  an  excep- 
>nally  wet  winter. 

Area 

20,319  acres. 

Population 

As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for  mid-year  1950  — 
137.  This  estimate  is  74  less  than  the  figure  for  1949. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
3,275. 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £51,284 

Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £178/13/11 

SECTION  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  the  Rates  for  the  area 
ed  on  the  local  population.  Corrected  Rates,  however,  arc 
rived  at  by  multiplying  the  local  rates  by  what  is  known  as  a 
Imparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  this 
s  the  effect  of  adjusting  the  local  rates  to  rates  which  would  have 
eurred  had  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  local  population 
en  the  same  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  This 
ables  a  truer  comparison  to  be  made  not  only  with  the  rate  for 
Igland  and  Wales,  but  with  the  rates  in  other  areas  where  the 
Tide  Rate  has  been  similarly  adjusted. 

The  effect  of  this  is  that  though  Crude  Rates  in  a  static  or 
hi-static  population  are  useful  indices  for  showing  increases  or 
greases  in  Birth  and  Death  Rates  over  a  series  of  years,  the 
Irrected  Rate  is  the  proper  index  to  be  taken  for  comparison 
per  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  or  with  other  areas 
[ilarly  adjusted. 

Births 

(a)  Live  Births  Males  Females  Totals 

Legitimate  ...  75  (79)  77  (76)  152  (155) 

Illegitimate  ...  6  (5)  1  (11)  7  (16) 

Totals  ...  81  (84)  78  (87)  159  (171) 

The  total  number  of  births  was  12  (or  7.5%)  less  than  in  1949. 
The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4.4%  of  the  total 
hs,  compared  with  9.3%  in  the  previous  year. 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population .  17.9  (19.3) 

Corrected  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  18.1 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  15.8 

‘Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1949 
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(c)  Still- Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Still-births  were  1.8% 
1949  they  were  2.3%. 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

1 

(2) 

2 

(2) 

3 

(4) 

-  (0) 

(0) 

-  (0) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(2) 

3 

(4) 

of  the  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


2.  Deaths 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  99  of  whiu 
60  were  males  and  39  females.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1 949 
were — total  105,  males  56  and  females  49. 

(b)  Death  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1.000  population  .  11.2  (11.8) 

Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  10.5  (11.3) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  11.6 

(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  of  resident 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district  during  the  year. 


TABLE  I 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

- - 1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1i 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

2 

Diabetes 

_ 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

3 

Coronary  disease,  aneina 

8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

1 1 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

I 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide  . 

1 

All  causes  . 

60 

39 

The  classification  of  the  causes  of  deaths  given  in  Table  , 
above  is  slightly  different  from  the  classification  used  in  simila] 
tables  in  previous  years.  It  has  not  been  possible  therefore  to  ent 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1949. 


3.  Infant  Mortality 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 

4,  the  same  as  in  1949.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1.000  live 
births  was  25.1  as  compared  with  23.4  the  previous  year. 

(b)  Details  of  the  4  infant  deaths  are  given  in  the  following 

able  : — 

TABLE  II 


Cause 

Age  at  death 

Place  of 
Death 

1  Convulsions  and  Broncho  Pneumonia 

5  months 

Home 

1  Pulmonary  Atelectasis 

1  day 

Hospital 

1  Haemolytic  disease  of  newly  born  . .. 

3  days 

Hospital 

1  Hydrocephalus  and  Meningococcal  Menin¬ 
gitis  . 

8  months 

Hospital 

(c)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  29.8 
:r  1.000  live  births  as  compared  with  32  in  1949. 

4.  Natural  Increase  in  Population 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  60  as 
bmpared  with  66.  107,  112  and  88  in  the  years  1949,  1948,  1947 
lid  1946  respectively. 


SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

1.  Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  more 
es  being  notified  than  during  any  year  since  1940  when  the 
lease  was  made  notifiable.  There  was  also  a  considerable  increase 
I  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  number  notified  being 
pre  than  double  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years.  The 
ease  was,  however,  relatively  mild. 

The  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  both  non-paralytic ;  one 

a  resident  whilst  the  other  developed  the  disease  during  a 
|iday  here.  Both  cases  recovered. 

No  case  of  Meningococcal  infection  was  reported  but  one 
Ith  is  shown  to  have  occurred  from  this  disease.  The  case  was 
|gnosed  and  died  in  a  London  hospital. 

One  case  of  Malaria  was  reported  but  investigation  showed 
It  the  infection  had  almost  certainly  been  contracted  in  the  Far 
V  during  the  previous  12  months. 


The  total  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  isolation  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as 
shown  in  the  Registrar-General’s  classification  of  deaths  are  given 
in  Table  III  below. 


TABLE  III. 


Total 

Total  (1949) 

Males 

Females 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Deaths  (1949) 

Scarlet  Fever 

27  (  6) 

12 

15 

12 

-  H 

Whooping  Cough  . 

87  (  35) 

42 

45 

- 

-  H 

Diphtheria  . 

—  (  -) 

- 

_ 

- 

-  Ml 

Measles  . 

13  (239) 

7 

6 

- 

-  Ml 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 
influenzal)  . 

15  (  18) 

7 

8 

_ 

7 

Erysipelas  ...  . 

5  (  10) 

2 

3 

- 

-  (-)| 

Meningococcal  Infection 

-  (  -) 

- 

- 

- 

1  HI 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

2  (  -) 

2 

2 

-  (-)l 

Dysentery  . 

2  (  -) 

- 

2 

-  (-)l 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

—  (  -) 

-  (-)l 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

I  (  — ) 

- 

1 

I 

-  (-)l 

Smallpox  . 

—  (  -) 

- 

- 

- 

-  (-)l 

Typhoid  . 

-  (  -) 

- 

- 

-  ^-)1 

Malaria 

1  (  -) 

1 

- 

- 

-  (-)  l 

Food  Poisoning  . 

-  (  -) 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

153  (308) 

71 

82 

15 

8  (6)1 

62 


Table  IV  below  shows  the  age  distribution  of  cases  of  Infec- 
js  Disease  notified  during  the  year. 

TABLE  IV. 


Age  Groups 

Disease 

At  all  ages 

Under  1  year 

<N 

i 

m 

ON 

l 

to 

10-  14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

riel  Fever  . 

27 

2 

8 

17 

ooping  Cough  . 

87 

7 

24 

32 

19 

2 

2 

1 

htheria 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

isles 

13 

- 

2 

5 

5 

1 

_ 

ite  Pneumonia  (primary  or 
influenzal) . 

15 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

bipelas  . 

5 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

be  Poliomyelitis 

2 

- 

1 

1 

entery 

.  2 

1 

- 

- 

thalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

— 

- 

[peral  Pyrexia  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

Illpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

poid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

pria 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

p  Poisoning 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

153 

8 

28 

47 

44 

4 

— 

3 

5 

6 

63 


65  and  over 


3.  Tuberculosis 

(a)  The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  di 
ing  1950,  namely,  6,  was  less  than  half  of  the  figure  for  the  previol 
year,  namely  13.  The  figure  is,  however,  high  in  comparison  w:l 
previous  years.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  number 
Non-Pulmonary  cases  notified,  namely  6,  with  3  deaths  assigned 
this  cause,  is  the  highest  incidence  in  the  past  25  years.  As  mi 
is  so  frequently  the^cause  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  tl 
figures  lead  to  some  disquiet. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  and  deat 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  V 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Ages 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pi| 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monaij 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

Under  1  year  . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1  to  5  years  . 

1 

5  to  15  years  . 

1 

1 

1 

15  to  25  years  . 

L 

25  to  35  years  . 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years 

1 

45  to  55  years  . 

55  to  65  years  . 

65  and  over  . 

Totals  ... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 
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A  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  showing  the  number 
cases  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  is 
en  below : — 


TABLE  VI. 


SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

i  Register,  1st  Jan. 
1950 

M 

F 

M 

F 

26 

24 

9 

7 

66 

w  notifications 

3 

3 

3 

2 

11 

aths  of  cases  not 

previously  notified 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

ses  restored  to  regis¬ 

ter  . 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

insfers  from  other 
districts  . 

3 

L 

1 

4 

Totals 

32 

27 

13 

10 

82 

aths  during  year  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

:overed  . 

— 

noved  from  district 

2 

2 

: 

- 

4 

Totals 

4 

3 

i 

2 

10 

Tiber  of  cases  re¬ 

taining  on  register. 

31st  Dec.,  1950 

28 

24 

12 

8 

72 

4.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  the  following  figurej 
relating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of  childre 
under  15  years  of  age  are  reproduced  : — 

TABLE  VII 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Total  number 

Percentage  1 

Year  of 

Immunisation 

Inoculation 

immunised  at 

of  related  1 

Birth 

in  1950 

in  1950 

end  of  1950 

population  1 

1950 

13 

_ 

13 

' 

1949 

80 

— 

96 

64.0 

1948 

11 

— 

147 

1947 

2 

— 

175 

1 

1946 

4 

— 

167 

1945 

5 

10 

176 

1944 

1 

6 

157 

1943 

2 

2 

142 

1942 

— 

1 

159 

1941 

1 

1 

101 

91.7 

1940 

1 

105 

1939 

— 

1 

106 

1938 

— 

1 

102 

1937 

— 

1 

90 

1 936 

— 

88 

Totals  ... 

119 

24 

1,824 

80.3 

5.  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
ticulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1950, 
tained  in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  VIII 


Age  group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-yaccinations 

Under  1  year  ... 

53 

_ 

1  to  4  ... 

40 

1 

5  to  14 . 

9 

5 

15  or  over 

13 

25 

Totals  ... 

115 

31 
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SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Watfr  Supply 

1(a)  Three  bores  are  operated  by  the  Sheppey  Water  Company 
kted  at  Abbey  Works,  Minster  ;  Water  Lane,  Eastchurch.  and 
'end.  Minster.  The  Rural  District  Council  has  two  bores,  one 
eration  at  Warden  and  the  other  a  standby  at  Leysdown. 

The  existing  sources  of  supply  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
■s  of  the  district.  All  these  waters  are  chlorinated  before  dis- 
ntion. 

kb)  Of  52  samples  taken  during  the  year,  1  from  the  Warden 
■ly  showed  the  presence  of  typical  B.  coli.  10  samples  were 
■  taken  from  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital  supply,  3  of  them 
ing  the  presence  of  typical  B.  coli.  Alterations  to  the  mains 
■g  a  supplementary  supply  to  the  hospital  were  carried  out 
■■satisfactory  results. 


c)  The  number  of  houses  supplied 
■ad  of  distribution  was  as  follows 


with  the  source  and 


Parish 

Kinster 

astchurch 

/arden 

eysdown 

flmley 


From  Public  Supplies 

Tap  in  house 

2260 
423 
100 
218 

1 


Standpipe 

25 


From  Private  or  Communal  Wells 

No.  of  wells  No.  of  houses 

leysdown  (Shellness)  .  1  20 

lart>'  .  8  15 

-  .  addition  all  camping  sites  are  supplied  with  water  mains 
■Public  sources  and  individual  chalets  draw  water  either  from 
niains  or  from  a  private  communal  well  in  Leysdown. 
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2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  Minster :  Informal  action  has  been  successful  in  the  at 
tion  of  66  cesspools  in  Darlington  Drive,  Sanspareil  Avenue,  Kin 
Road,  Summerville  Avenue,  Princes  Avenue  and  Imperial  Aven 

(b)  Eastchurch  :  The  scheme  for  main  drainage  of  Eastchu 
was  completed  and  the  process  of  connecting  house  drains  to 
new  sewerage  system  is  proceeding. 

(c)  The  existing  sewers  in  Leysdown  Village  have  now  b<| 
connected  with  the  sewers  serving  the  Air  Ministry  Camp  and 
sewage  is  now  dealt  with  at  the  Ministry’s  Disposal  Works. 

(d)  The  method  of  sewage  disposal  throughout  the  distric 
summarised  below  : — 


Parish 

Number  of  Houses 

Main  drainage  Cesspool  Pail  closets 

Minster 

2.240 

47 

141 

Eastchurch  ... 

138 

222 

179 

Leysdown 

— 

190 

71 

Warden 

— 

127 

19 

Elmley  &  Harty 

— 

23 

21 

3.  Disposal  of  Refuse 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  adja 
to  the  Scrapsgate  Disposal  Works.  The  tip  is  regularly  treat 
rodents  and  flies. 

4.  Schools’  Sanitation 
No  complaints  have  been  received. 

5.  Public  Conveniences 

Public  conveniences  for  both  sexes  exist  at  Halfway,  Scij 
gate.  Minster,  Eastchurch  and  Leysdown  and  are  kept 
satisfactory  condition. 

6.  Inspections 

Details  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Ir 
are  shown  in  Appendix  A. 

7.  Nuisances  ] 

Details  of  nuisances  abated  are  shown  in  Appendix  B.j 

the  nuisances  were  abated  by  informal  action. 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

(a)  Eighteen  rooms  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

(b)  Eleven  houses  were  treated  for  infestation  by  fleas,  but 
cases  of  bed  bugs  or  other  insect  pests  were  reported. 


Mosquito  Control 

During  the  period  April  to  September,  routine  mosquito 
trol  measures  were  carried  out,  including  the  spraying  of 
lies,  accumulations  of  stagnant  water,  cowsheds  and  stables, 
ariol  and  D.D.T.  solution  were  found  to  be  very  effective. 

An  interesting  report  to  the  Health  Committee  by  Mr.  Davies, 
[Sanitary  Inspector  on  Mosquito  Control  is  printed  as  Appendix 


Rodent  Control 

Number  of  complaints  received .  12 

Infestations  found  on  survey  .  25 

Treated  by  local  authority’s  operator  ...  37 

Treated  by  occupier  .  Nil 

Estimated  kill  by  poison  .  1,076 

(Treatment  of  the  sewers  in  accordance  with  the  Divisional 
ttnt  Officer’s  instructions  was  carried  out  twice  within  the  year 
Wgood  results. 


| Camping  Sites 

tamping  has  now  become  a  permanent  feature  of  the  area 
130  licensed  sites  and  others  awaiting  approval. 

tie  30  sites  provide  accommodation  for  2,873  dwellings  at 
isity  of  20  to  the  acre  with  a  minimum  of  15  feet  between 
■■dwelling.  Control  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the 
BB  and  Country  Planning  Act  is  proving  effective. 

Tie  following  general  observations  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
i  :tor  in  a  report  to  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  — 
oughout  the  season  improvements  to  various  camps  have  been 
out’  including  the  provision  of  W.C.’s  and  the  abatement 
^crowding.  Generally  speaking,  the  camps  have  maintained 
ionable  standard  and  no  serious  Public  Health  problem  has 

_ •  Overcrowding  has  occurred  during  the  peak  summer 

d  is,  but  without  giving  rise  to  any  serious  nuisance.  Some 
amts  were  received  from  individuals,  but  upon  investigation 
usually  found  that  reasons  other  than  Public  Health  matters 
«  rompted  the  individual  to  complain.  307  visits  have  been 
to  the  camps  during  the  year.  The  number  of  camps  has 
sed  by  nearly  100%  and  further  increases  will  undoubtedly 
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SECTION  V 


HOUSING 

1.  The  Sheppey  (Pleasant  Cottages)  Compulsory  Purchase  Ore 
was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  families  concern 
were  re-housed  Dy  the  Council  and  the  twelve  cottages  demolish 

Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housi 
during  the  year  is  summarised  below  : — 


(A) — INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  T1 

YEAR 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . .  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

2  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 
1932  . 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . 

4  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . I 

(B) — REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  Wll 

OUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quencc  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  I 
or  their  Officers  . I 

(Q— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  fc 
YEAR 

1  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  | 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  I 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  •••  I 

2  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : —  I 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  I 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  I 
remedied  ...  •••  •••  •••  I 
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3  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 


.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  built  during 
950  and  since  the  end  of  the  war  : — . 


ouncil  houses  : — 

Temporary,  completed  . 

Permanent,  completed  . 

„  under  construction  ... 

ivate  enterprise  : — 

Permanent,  completed  . 

„  under  construction  ... 


Total  completed 

During 

since  the  end 

1950 

of  the  war 

— 

32 

36 

20 

142 

17 

8 

66 

There  were  still  229  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list 
the  end  of  the  year. 


Rural  Housing  Survey 

Of  the  3,275  houses  in  the  district,  2,624  have  been  surveyed, 
remaining  651  comprise  240  houses  built  since  1945  and  411 
-war  houses  of  modern  design,  nearly  all  of  which  would  be 
sified  in  Category  1.  The  figures  given  in  Categories  3,  4  and 
■  the  following  table  can  therefore  be  regarded  as  complete. 


Category 

(1)  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  . 

(2)  Minor  defects  . 

(3)  Requiring  repairs,  structural  alterations  or 

improvements 

(4)  Appropriate  for  re-conditioning  . 

(5)  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 

reasonable  expense  . 


No.  of  houses 
...  1,257 

476 


677 

54 

160 


SECTION  VI 


ye 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Jye-laws 

4ew  Bye-laws  for  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  came  into  force  during  the 
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2.  Milk 

(a)  There  are  13  producers  of  milk  in  the  district,  8  of  whicl 
produce  undesignated  milk,  2  Accredited  milk  and  3  T.T.  milk. 

(b)  There  are  eight  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district  retailin 
the  following  designations  : — 

Pasteurised  milk . 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  . 

Sterilised  milk  . 

Non-designated  raw  milk  . 

(c)  Nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  Or 
sample  of  raw  milk  was  considered  unsatisfactory  from  the  clcai 
liness  standard. 


3.  Ice  Cream 

(a)  No  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  the 
are  22  premises  registered  for  its  sale  and  storage. 

(b)  Sixteen  samples  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue  U 
gave  the  following  results 

Grade  1  8 

Grade  II .  3 

Grade  III .  5 

Grade  IV . Nil 

4.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

As  a  result  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspect  j 
the  following  items  of  food  were  found  unfit  for  human  consunj 
tion  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Sausages  . 

Gammon  . 

Meat — tinned 
Fish — tinned 

Cheese  . 

Eggs  . 

Vegetables— tinned 

Cereals  . 

Boiled  sweets 

Total  weight  —  72  lbs.  6  ozs 


lbs. 

28 

12 

H 

i 

6} 

35 

5* 

i 

9 


5. 


Fried  Fish  Shops 
Five  fish  frying  establishments  arc  in  operation  in  the  are;l 


6.  Shell  Fish 

The  public  have  been  warned  by  notices  displayed  at  Mini 
and  Leysdown  of  the  special  risks  involved  in  the  eating  of  cocj 
collected  on  the  foreshore. 
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Bakehouses 

One  bakehouse  is  registered  under  the  Factories  Acts  and  is  in 
:ration  in  the  area. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

1  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and 
isures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for  the  following 
ails  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


ckcurrant  Jam 
uded  Marmalade 
itard  Powder 
ulsion  of  Acriflarine 

i  Lotion  . 

>und  White  Pepper  .. 
Cream  . 


1  Lemon  Curd 
1  Lemonade  Powder 
1  Meat  Roll  (tinned) 

1  Milk  . 

1  Whisky 

1  White  Pepper 

2  Zinc  Ointment 


1 

1 

1 

28 

1 

1 

1 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
[owing  : — 

Lotion — Adulterated.  Although  made  from  ingredients  in 
accordance  with  the  label,  decomposition  had  taken 
place  with  the  formation  of  a  deposit  (mainly  zinc- 
borate)  rendering  the  article  unfit  for  use.  All  stocks 
were  immediately  withdrawn  from  sale. 


SECTON  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 

L  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Inspections 

Written 

on  Register 

Notices 

21 

22 

— 

12 

13 

— 

33 

35 

— 

Premises 


:tories  in  which  Sections 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
iforced  by  local  authori- 
(no  mechanical  power) 
tories  not  included  above 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local  author¬ 
ity  (mechanical  power)  ... 

er  premises  in  which  Sec- 
lion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
"~utworkers’  premises) 


Total  ... 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref< 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

:rred 

By  H.M 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

_ 

_  j 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

_• 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient  . 

1 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  . 

- 

Total  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Outwork. 

Nature  of  Work 

Making  of  wearing  apparel 
Others  . 


No.  of 
Outworkers 

2 

Nil 


Action 
Secs.  1 10  and 

None 


APPENDIX  A 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Visits  and 
Rc-visils 

^cumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

terminous  houses  (excluding  bugs)  ...  ..  ...  ...  27 

omplaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

rainage,  visits  and  re-visits  ...  ..  ...  ...  86 

[rains  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

rainage  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

pctories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

H.  Interviews  and  Appointments  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

lovable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Lblic  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  550 

Lops  (1934)  ...  .  6 

fceping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

lamming  pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

later,  bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  04 

liter  supply  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  |( 

losquito  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

luses  inspected  under  P.H.  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Bpections  in  clearance  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

1-housing  interviews  and  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

■ectious  disease  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

^infections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

nits  to  meat  shops  and  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ihmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

led  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

iocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

leengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

lines  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

I  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bnurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ik  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

■  cream  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bcellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


Total . 1,878 
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APPENDIX  B 


NUISANCES  ABATED 


Defective  sanitary  accommodation 
Drainage  repaired  ... 

Drainage  cleansed  ... 

Drainage  reconstructed 
Sinks 

Waste  pipes 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters 

Dampness 

Roofs 

Walls  and  ceiliags  ... 

Floors 

Windows  and  ventilation 
Fireplaces  and  stoves 
Washing  coppers 
Accumulations  of  refuse 
Keeping  of  animals 
Verminous  rooms 
Miscellaneous 


Total  ... 


N  umbei 
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APPENDIX  C 


MOSQUITO  CONTROL 


Report  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Davies.  Sanitary  Inspector, 
to  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Sheppcy  Rural  District  Council. 


In  accordance  with  your  instructions  the  following  report  in 
lation  to  mosquitoes  and  their  control  is  submitted  for  your 
formation.  Although  the  report  is  mainly  concerned  with  control 
easures,  it  has  been  thought  appropriate  to  deal  briefly  with  the 
rious  species  of  mosquito  and  their  disease  potential.  It  is  hoped 
at  this  will  enable  the  Council  to  view  the  problem  in  its  right 
rspective,  and  the  relative  importance  of  the  problem  in  relation 
Public  Health  work  generally. 

That  more  is  heard  of  the  mosquito  nuisance  nowadays  may 
:  attributed  to  a  number  of  factors.  The  habits  of  the  people  have 
langed  in  many  ways  and  the  progress  in  transportation  has 
labled  many  more  people  to  leave  the  large  towns  and  reside 
fher  temporarily  or  permanently  in  seaside  or  country  districts 
nere  mosquitoes  are  more  prevalent.  In  England,  although  certain 
pries  may  carry  malaria  under  certain  conditions,  it  is  mainly 
[cause  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  their  bites  that  anti-mosquito 
easures  are  undertaken.  Apart  from  the  unpleasantness  of  the 
kes,  septic  conditions  can  arise  through  the  scratching  of  the 
ritated  area. 

losquitoes 

Mosquitoes  may  be  divided  into  two  main  groups,  the 
hophelines  and  the  Culicines.  The  Anophelines  are  chiefly 
Iportant  because  they  are  capable  of  conveying  malaria  infections. 
Id  the  Culicines,  which  never  carry  malaria,  are  usually  only  a 
lisance  because  of  their  biting  propensities. 

Although  there  are  thirty  species  of  mosquito  recorded  from 
I  British  Isles,  the  control  in  the  Rural  District  is  mainly  directed 
lainst  three  species. 

(1)  Anopheles  maculipennis  (atroparvus),  capable  of  trans¬ 
mitting  malaria. 

(2)  Aedes  detritus,  harmless,  but  a  vicious  biter. 

(3)  Culex  pipiens,  prolific  breeder,  but  harmless. 

It  will  be  observed  that  one  species  of  malaria  carrying 
|5squito  does  breed  on  the  Island.  This  need  not  necessarily  cause 
Irm,  as  the  life  cycle  of  the  malaria  parasite  needs  certain  set 
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conditions  before  it  is  capable  of  causing  the  disease.  These, 
briefly,  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  right  species  of  mosquito. 

(2)  A  human  reservoir  of  infection. 

(3)  Correct  climatic  conditions  for  the  development  of  the 
parasite. 

Two  of  the  above  conditions  are  prevalent  on  the  Island.  The 
Anopheles  maculipennis  is  capable  of  transmitting  the  disease. 
There  is  also  a  potential  reservoir  of  infection  inasmuch  that  many 
ex-Servicemen  were  exposed  to  malaria  infection  whilst  abroad 
In  many  of  these  cases  the  malaria  parasite  is  still  present  in  the 
blood  stream  and.  with  the  essential  vehicle  of  the  mosquito,  i: 
capable  of  transmission  to  other  people.  Fortunately,  our  mud 
maligned  weather  only  very  rarely  gives  the  necessary  climati; 
conditions  which  are  suitable  for  the  development  of  the  malari; 
parasite.  When  a  mosquito  bites  an  infected  person,  the  parasit* 
taken  in  with  the  blood  has  to  undergo  a  phase  in  its  developmen 
in  the  stomach  of  the  mosquito.  Before  this  essential  phase  o 
development  can  take  place  continued  warm  weather,  combinci 
with  a  high  relative  humidity,  must  occur.  Such  conditions  ar 
rare,  and  therefore  the  mosquito  is  only  rarely  capable  of  trans 
mitting  the  disease.  These  facts  are  borne  out  by  statistics,  whic 
show  that  indigenous  cases  of  malaria  are  very  rare.  Most  case 
of  notified  malaria  are.  upon  investigation,  found  to  be  relaps 
cases,  the  original  infection  having  been  contracted  abroad. 

Control 

If  anti-mosquito  measures  are  to  be  carried  out  effective’ 
and  economically,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  : 

(1)  The  species  of  mosquito  responsible  for  the  nuisance  arl 
danger  to  health. 

(2)  The  habits  of  the  insect  concerned. 

The  mosquito  control  work  is  divided  into  two  parts  : 

(1)  Control  of  adults. 

(2)  Larvicidal  control. 

Control  of  adults 

Mosquitoes  usually  hibernate  during  the  winter  months,  a| 
choose  warm  dark  places  for  their  hibernation.  Cowsheds,  stabll 
pigsties,  garages,  etc.,  arc  commonly  used  for  this  purpose, 
order  to  reduce  the  adult  mosquito  population  to  a  minimuH 
sprayine  of  these  places  is  caricd  out  at  the  beeinning  of  ApB, 
D  DT.  "solution  is  used,  and  has  proved  a  very  effective  insecticiii 
Its  residual  effect  makes  it  very  economical  to  use.  The  Anophc«;| 
maculipennis  is  essentially  a  house  mosquito,  and  regular  sprayB,(1 
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rooms  throughout  the  season  is  necessary.  The  Aedes  detritus 
irmally  lives  in  the  vegetation  around  water,  so  that  the  spraying 
vegetation  during  the  season  is  desirable. 


vicidal  Control 

It  is  impossible  to  ensure  that  adult  control  is  100%  effective 
therefore  breeding  does  occur  from  the  end  of  April.  Ditches, 
nds,  watercourses,  in  fact  all  accumulations  of  water,  afford 
eding  places  for  the  mosquito.  Different  species  have  their  own 
ticular  type  of  breeding  place  ;  e.g.,  some  like  brackish  water, 
lers  fresh  water ;  some  prefer  shaded  areas,  others  require  direct 
Vight.  To  minimise  the  breeding,  all  accumulations  of  water 
sprayed  with  Malariol,  which  kills  the  larvae  by  blocking  the 
lathing  tubes,  and  by  direct  poisonous  effect.  The  spraying  is 
ried  out  once  a  month. 


of  Control 

At  present  control  is  carried  out  in  and  around  the  populated 
is.  As  the  Anopheles  maculipenriis  is  a  house  mosquito,  this 
ires  that  the  breeding  is  kept  at  a  minimum.  The  flying  range 
he  mosquito  is  normally  100-600  yards,  but,  with  a  favourable 
tt,  they  have  been  known  to  travel  up  to  2  miles.  This  draws 
Jition  to  the  breeding,  which  occurs  out  on  the  marshes.  No 
Irol  work  is  at  present  caried  out  in  these  regions. 


lusion 

[It  will  be  seen  that  the  most  that  the  control  method  will  do 
minimise  the  mosquito  nuisance.  A  complete  programme  of 
Jication  ”  is  not  a  practicable  financial  proposition  ;  on  the 
hand  “control”  methods  are  an  everlasting  process.  The 
ling  grounds  are  the  main  factor  and,  wherever  possible,  the 
tion  should  be  permanent.  This  would  consist  mainly  of  the 
Uge  or  the  filling  of  actual  or  potential  mosquito  breeding 


ouseholders  can  assist  materially  in  the  control  of  mosquitoes 
suring  that  no  breeding  takes  place  on  their  own  premises, 
n  water-tubs,  water-tanks,  ornamental  pools,  etc.  Where  it 
^fcossible  to  empty  these  containers  periodically,  they  should 
ated  with  a  small  quantity  of  a  mixture  of  kerosene  oil  (2 
and  crude  oil  (1  part).  The  spraying  of  rooms  is  essential, 
ally  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.  All  dark  corners,  cup- 
,  etc.,  should  be  sprayed.  During  spraying  all  windows  and 
should  be  closed  for  half  an  hour.  Where  necessary,  regular 
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spraying  morning  and  evening  should  be  carried  out  during  the 
season. 


In  addition  to  the  normal  control  work,  the  following  will  also 
be  instituted  this  year  : — 


1.  Greater  use  of  the  Malaria  Laboratory  at  Epsom,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  complete  picture  of  the  species  of  mosquito 
breeding  on  the  Island. 


2. 

3. 


The  keeping  of  a  map,  indicating  the  areas  of  control  and 
the  density  of  breeding. 

The  use  of  “  oil  bombs  ”  for  experimental  purposes.  These 
are  sacks  of  sawdust  soaked  in  oil,  placed  in  a  suitable 
position.  This  ensures  the  continual  oiling  of  the  water, 
and  considerably  reduces  labour  costs. 
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